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1 Corinthians 1:18-31
JESUS HAS CALLED YOU



18 For the message of the cross is foolishness 
to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 
19 For it is written:
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
the intelligence of the intelligent I will 
frustrate.”



20 Where is the wise person? Where is the 
teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? 
21 For since in the wisdom of God the world 
through its wisdom did not know him, God 
was pleased through the foolishness of what 
was preached to save those who believe.



22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for 
wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 
25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than 
human wisdom, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than human strength.



26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were 
when you were called. Not many of you were 
wise by human standards; not many were 
influential; not many were of noble birth.
27 But God chose the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise; God chose the 
weak things of the world to shame the strong. 



28 God chose the lowly things of this world 
and the despised things—and the things 
that are not—to nullify the things that are, 
29 so that no one may boast before him. 
It is because of him that you are in Christ 
30 Jesus, who has become for us wisdom 
from God—that is, our righteousness, 
holiness and redemption. 
31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one 
who boasts boast in the Lord.”



YOUR SMARTS WON’T SAVE YOU

YOUR CULTURE WON’T SAVE YOU

YOUR STATUS WON’T SAVE YOU

BUT JESUS HAS CALLED YOU
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YOUR SMARTS WON’T SAVE YOU

The Lord says:
“These people come near to me with their mouth and 
honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.
Their worship of me is based on merely human rules 
they have been taught.
Therefore once more I will astound these people
with wonder upon wonder;
the wisdom of the wise will perish,
the intelligence of the intelligent will vanish.”

Isaiah 29:13-14 (NIV)
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